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Art Adventure 1st Grade - Lesson 2 

Lines

Objective: To teach the children to see the lines all around us and understand how 
artists use lines in their artwork to draw objects and convey action.

A) Introduction:
Today we are going to talk about lines and how artists use them. Lines are everywhere if we just look 
for them.  Look around this room for minute. Where can you see lines?  Artists look very carefully at 
the world around them for line, and they use lines in their artwork  to control a viewer's eye.   A line 
can illustrate an edges, it can outline a form, express feeling and show movement.

B) Vocabulary/Script:

Lines are everywhere if we just look for them. When you walk home from school, there are 
lines on the sidewalk and lines in the sky. (Telephone wires, airplane trails, etc.) When we 
look at a spider’s web we see lines.

Artists look very carefully at the world around them to see as many lines as they can, and 
they use many kinds of lines in their pictures to help them say what they want. Here are some 
different kinds of lines:

(Refer to visuals provided when discussing the following):

1. Vertical lines: Does anyone know what these kinds of lines are called?                        
These are called vertical lines.

2. Horizontal lines: What about these lines? What are they called?
These lines are called horizontal lines. They remind us of the horizon, where the land 
meets the sky. In art, vertical and horizontal lines are “lazy” lines. You often see them 

when nothing is moving.

3. Diagonal lines: Here are some more lines. These lines are called diagonal lines. How 
do you feel when you look at these lines? These lines give a feeling of movement and 
excitement.

4. Some lines express what we feel inside. Which one of these lines would you call a 
happy line? A tired line? A crazy line? Notice that a line doesn’t have to be straight.

5. Outline: An outline is a line around the edge of a shape. When you
draw a circle like this you are drawing an outline.

So, you see that lines can be lazy, or show movement, or express our feelings or be outlines.  
Now, let’s look for lines in some artwork.
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C) Artwork

Title: One of a Pair of Screens of Southern Barbarians (namban-byobu), 1568-1603
Details: Painting on Screen

• The first artwork we’ll look at today is a picture of a Japanese folding screen.

• The painting on the screen is of the earliest European visitors to Japan about 400 years ago. 
These visitors were called “barbarians” because they looked, dressed and acted very different from 
the Japanese.

• At that time the arrival of a ship was a special event and people would wait for the ship to arrive. 

• What lines do you see in this painting?  Vertical?  Horizontal? Where?

• What other lines do you see? Lines of motion? Lines of feeling?  An Outline?  Where?

Title: Portrait of Sylvette, 1954
Artist: Pablo Picasso
Details: Painting on Canvas

• Does this picture look like something you would see in real life?

• Picasso was actually very, very good at drawing people the way you and I see them. Howeer, he 
once said, “I paint pictures as I think them, not as I see them.”

• Lines and geometric elements were used to create a form and create a 3-dimensional object on a 
two dimensional plane.

• Lydia, the woman in the picture was an elegant, beautiful and tall woman.

• Where do you see the lines? Vertical? Outline? Do you see any movement in this picture?
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Reinforcement Activity

Materials provided:
8.5 x 5.5 Black Scratch Art Paper
Wooden Scratch Sticks
8.5 x 5.5 Line Example Sheets

Each student should be supplied a sheet of Scratch Art Paper, 
Wooded Scratch Stick and a Line Example Sheet. Review the 
examples of each of the lines on the example sheet. Ask the 
students to practice drawing lines, any type of line they can 
dream up. The example sheet is there to provide ideas, but the 
students can explore and draw any and all linear designs.
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Additional Background Material:

This material is provided to give you, the discussion leader, additional information about the artists 
and paintings that may help you answer questions or generate additional discussion with the children 
if time permits. You are not expected or required to cover this information in the classroom.

One of a Pair of Screens of Southern Barbarians (namban-byobu), Japan, 1568-1603
Among the most unusual products of the Momoyama period (1568-1603) in Japan were the so called 
namban-byobu or “Southern Barbarian” screens.  These large, folding screen-paintings depicted the 
earliest Europeans (the “barbarians” so called due to their different eating, dressing and bathing 
customs) to come to Japan – the Catholic missionaries and merchants of Portugal and Spain. The 
screen documents the curiosity of the previously isolated islanders about the foreigners from Europe. 
Screens are very important in traditional Japanese architecture. They functioned to section off 
interiors and to establish atmosphere within that space. They were not necessarily works of fine art as 
defined in the West, but with the somewhat bare interiors of traditional Japanese residences, screens 
created a controlled decorative focus.

Portrait of Sylvette, David, Pablo Picasso, 1954
Even at an early age, Picasso demonstrated signs of great artistic ability. His father, realizing his 
son’s immense talent gave him all of his own paints and brushes and supposedly never painted 
again. At the age of 20, following the suicide of his close friend and roommate, Picasso began what is 
referred to as the “Blue Period” which reflected his introspective mood and immense sadness. This 
was followed by the “Rose Period.” Picasso continually looked for new ways to express himself, never 
staying with one style or idea for long. Later, in collaboration with George Braque, Picasso 
experimented with translating what he saw into geometric shapes thus launching “Cubism.” Such 
nontraditional compositions were met first with criticism then admiration from the established art 
world. From Cubism, Picasso began to integrate objects into his flat pieces, creating the first modern 
“collages.” 

Lydia Sylvette David, the fiancé of Picasso’s neighbor, was tall with striking good looks. Unlike many 
of his other models, Picasso, at 74, appears to have been interested in Sylvette solely as an object of 
artistic admiration. Referred to as his muse, Picasso drew and painted her in every style imaginable 
from realistic and beautiful to geometric and grotesque. Eventually, the entire series of David portraits 
were published and became well known even to the extent that they influenced fashion. Notably, 
Bridgett Bardot, a glamorous French actress wore her hair up in a pony tail in much the same way. 
Picasso commented with a grin, “So you see: art is stronger than life
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